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EXTENSION LINE___________________________ 
Newsletter for the members of the Kenosha County Association for Home and Community Education  

September 2022 
How to find us: 

 On Facebook: Home and Community Education in Kenosha County Find county info, little 
snippets, local happenings, and any changes to our calendar. 

 On the state website: https://wahceinc.org/ .  Find information and forms for all WI counties. 
 On the county website:   https://wahceinc.org/kenosha-county-hce/ 

 
Upcoming 2022 HCE Dates and Events 
Thursday, October 6, Fall Focus reservations due to Jerin Moore, 
her address is in our membership directory 
Sunday, October 16, Fall Focus, Cup O'Joe in Twin Lakes, “Fall 
Back to the 50's” 
November 10, club officer list is due to Donna Zarovy 
Wednesday, November 9, 1:00, KCC "Gnome Place Like Home for 
the Holidays," Jerin Moore  
December 10, full club roster should be mailed to Donna Zarovy 

From President Donna Zarovy – 
Hi Fellow Kenosha HCE Members: 
Happy Fall! I can’t believe it is 
October next week!  I am so 
looking forward to the Fall Back 
to the 50’s Event and hope you 
are too.  The menu sounds great, 
and the scholarship basket 
auction is always a hoot.  I hope 
you are all making your baskets. 

Since this is the last Extension Line for the year, I want 
to convey several things: 
*First of all, thank you to all the members of Kenosha 
HCE.  You are a valuable resource to your families and 
communities. 
*Next, thank you, to everyone who has served as a 
Committee Chair or KCAHCE Officer.  You make 
Kenosha HCE ‘tick’. 
*Thank you to everyone who served on a 
committee.  We couldn’t do it without you. 
*Thanks to the members who entered our Cultural 
Arts Show and furthered the name of Kenosha HCE at 
the WAHCE level with your entries in the WAHCE 
Cultural Arts Show.   Regina received a medallion -- 
only 17 were awarded.  See Jerin's article for more. 

I hope you 
will all 
consider 
serving on a committee or think about becoming the 
next KCAHCE President.  
 Our motto is “Learn, Share, Grow”.  We can only do 
this with your help. 
As you know, the new year will be up on us soon.  With 
the new year there will be several forms to complete 
and dues to pay.  The dues are remaining at $17 and 
include mailing the Extension Line to all of you.  Our 
Association Assistant will be emailing the membership 
forms and officer listing to all club presidents shortly. 
November 6 – 12 is National HCE Week.  I know Jerin 
will be promoting HCE Week on Facebook, but you can 
promote it too by wearing any HCE clothing you have 
or “talking up HCE” with your friends.  We would really 
like to see our membership grow! 
We have had a great 70th KCAHCE year.  Our efforts 
with community service, attendance at meetings, and 
donations gave us the honor of being the 4th highest 
participant in the Impact of HCE effort. Congrats!  
I cannot say “thank you” enough.  I look forward to 
2023 and hope you are too! 
.

In this issue of the Extension Line 
 

2022 upcoming HCE events, page 1 
President Zarovy’s column, page 1 
Recap Kamp KCAHCE, page 2 
Recap Peace Corp, page 3 
Community Service, page 4 
Committee Reports, pages 5-7 
2022 State Conference, page 8 
Help Wanted, page 9 
Hello and Good-byes, page 10 
Mary Metten, page 10 
Out and About, page 11 
Upcoming Teasers, page 11-12 

 Officer Contacts, page 12 
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Kamp  KCAHCE,  
Thursday, August 11, 2022 
 
Birchwood Grill was the place to be for 
camp foods, camp stories, camp 
fellowship, and wonderful fun for all 
who attended. 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship winner, Evan Beth, smiles with his family and 
other friends and members of Country Cousins club. 

 

HCE = smiles, even during ghost stories and 
memories of s’more making.  

The main speaker holds the attention of his audience. 

Each table was comfortably filled with guests. 
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Adventures in the Peace Corps,  Wednesday, September 14, 2022, 1 pm, KCC  

 
Michael LaForge, son of Country Cousin 
member Regina LaForge, spoke of his 
time in Moldova as a Peace Corps 
volunteer.  
Michael’s presentation included a map 
for all the audience members who 
needed a refresher on just where 
Moldova is.  He had a brief history of 
Moldova and its connection to the 
Ukraine and to Russia.   

 
 
 

Michael had a slide presentation with 
photos of the countryside, of his work in his 
school, and even photos of him dancing in 
traditional garb.  His attentive audience 
asked many questions which he patiently 
answered.  
As a speaker for KCAHCE, Michael was 
offered a $50 speaker fee which he 
declines, saying the funds should be given 
to our scholarship fund.  This small act tells 
us much about the heart of a Peace Corps 
volunteer.  
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2022 KCAHCE Community Service 
Project ... A Sock Drive!  
 

2022 Community Service Sock Drive Update   09/21/22 
 Sending out a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to everyone involved!  
                   
The KCAHCE Sock Drive started in March. As we mentioned originally; one 
of the most requested items for local shelters is socks! To date we’ve 
collected 480 pair!  In May we have dropped off over 280 pair of socks to 
the Sharing Center in Trevor.  That donation included socks for kids, teens, 
and adults.  A similar donation will be in Kenosha shortly of the balance of 
200 collected to date.  And again, this donation will be a nice mix of kid, 
teen, and adult socks. 
 

We would like to send out a special thank you to all of those sending funds 
in for the drive and those bringing socks to various HCE events!  To date, 
we have collected over $210 to put toward the purchase of socks.  Thanks 

to the Good Neighbors Members for doing that shopping for us. 
  
The Drive will continue with a collection at the Fall Focus. Just a reminder... know that any size; babies, toddler, 
kids, teens, and adults, are appreciated! The next gathered donation will be given to an organization in Kenosha 
as the intent of the drive was to help several different organizations in the County. 
 

How long will be collecting?  We will be accepting donations (socks and or funding) through December 1st.  
 

Not attending the Fall Focus, but want to help, feel free to mail a donation Margaret McCabe @ 9115 160th 
Avenue Bristol 53104; made out to KCAHCE. Bulk purchases will be made with collected funds. 
 

Want to shop but not attending the Fall Focus, please contact Margaret McCabe at mm00004@aol.com or at 
(262)857-9115 to make arrangements for a drop-off. Feel free to contact Margaret McCabe with the Good 
Neighbors at mm00004@aol.com or at (262)857- 9115 with any questions regarding the project. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Congratulations Kenosha HCE! 
Kenosha County HCE program – Families Branching Out – was the 
recipient of one of the Services of Love Awards from the Wisconsin 
Association for Home and Community Education, Inc. 
Every year WAHCE gives out three Services of Love Awards to 
counties or districts in Wisconsin in recognition of their contribution 
to the community.  Along with this certificate was a $100 check. 
To obtain this award counties must submit an application. There are 
set criteria and guidelines for the submission.  Donna Zarovy and 
Donna Deuster completed the application.  The award and check 
were accepted by Donna Zarovy at the WAHCE Annual Business 
Meeting and Conference in Onalaska on Monday, September 13.KCAHCE has received an award for Stitches of 
Love previously for our blanket making project for Sleep in Heavenly Peace.  What cool projects will we do in 
2023 so we can once again submit them for an award? Time will only tell. 
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Extension Line, Priscilla Kopczynski 
Editing the Extension Line for the past years has been a privilege.  Like all good things, 
new faces and new methods should be encouraged.  I anticipate great editions of the 

Extension Line with your future editor.  

Historian, April Kvitek, left  
Hello ladies!  Fall is upon us and the holiday gatherings are getting 
close.  As your clubs gather, please take pictures and submit them 
on the HCE Facebook account so that we can all enjoy the amazing 
activities HCE has to offer. The current scrap book will be available for viewing at the Fall 
Focus. Thank you to all the members that continue to send articles that include our HCE 
members.           
 

Cultural Arts, 2022 results from our KCAHCE appearance at the State Conference  

334 entries from across the state were entered at the State Conference. 
Our twelve entries, the maximum 12 entries allowed from each county, 
showed very well.    
 
A highlight this year: 
Regina LaForge won one of only fourteen medallions in the People’s 
Choice Category for her beautiful oil painting still life. 
 
 

We are five FIRST place awards: 
Regina LaForge-oil 
Margaret McCabe-glass craft 
Jack Moore-heritage craft  
Jeri Moore-original construct 
Jeri Moore-handcrafted toy 

We had one THIRD place award 
Donna Zarovy-photograph. 

We earned six SECOND place awards  
Donna Deuster-baby blanket  
Gail Gillmore-recycled craft  
Regina Laforge-cross stitch 
Ruth Larsen-crochet afghan. 
Jeri Moore-poem. 
Donna Zarovy-acrylic

_____________________________________________________ 

Scholarship Committee Auction 
Going … Going … Gone … 
The auctioneer’s gavel is all set to go for the Basket Auction for Scholarships to 
be held at the Fall Focus Event, Sunday October 16th. 

Please create a fun, delicious, captivating, or enticing basket for bidders.  The 
proceeds will go towards our 2023 Scholarship Fund.  

Then … bring your checkbook and extra dollars to bid on a basket.  This is the only fundraiser for scholarships 
this year. 
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International Committee, Jerin Moore, SEW District International Chair   
 
Returning from Conference, I'm energized, and all in KCAHCE should be proud of our on-going International 
commitment, including the Wisconsin Nicaraguan Partners of the Americas Program (W/NP). 
 
WHAT IS THE Wisconsin & Nicaragua Partnership? 
•1961-JFK launched a program of governmental cooperation in Western hemisphere 
•1965- W/NP of the Americas was born and Wisconsin was partnered w/Nicaragua; (w/each state matched w/a 
different Central or South American country. 
 
Why Wisconsin-Nicaragua?                                                The W/NP program:  
Both about 57,000 sq. miles                                              Promotes multicultural understanding 
Both have extensive stretches of coastline                     Cultivates lasting friendships 
Both have large inland lakes                                              Sponsors community-based training programs 
Both have valuable forests                                                 Provides people-to-people activities 
Both have agricultural production                                   Maintains a non-partisan stance 
 
Our WAHCE Mission includes learning in a social setting, sharing what we learn, and caring to make a difference 
in our homes, communities, and the world.   
 
This year, each county was asked to limit items brought to conference for Nicaragua to 1 shoebox each; and 
then personally transport any larger quantities directly to the Stevens Point warehouse. 
 
Consequently, Donna Deuster, and I collected and filled every cranny of our KC shoebox with an array of sewing 
supplies to fill needs, bring joy, and to make a difference.   For just the right needle and thread may teach a skill, 
and the red braid, or blue rick rack be the right "Chica Nica" doll adornment. Or the cute Asian pin cushion bring 
smiles, and the extra pairs of scissors bring shouts of 
joy!    
 
With all of the items lovingly boxed, tied with strong 
string and topped with a ribbon, they convey our 
Kenosha County 'presence and TLC'. A pop-up bouquet 
greeting card from 'our garden' to theirs, and a copy of 
our last Extension Line was also included so the The 
Learning Center members can see our faces, and better 
feel a face-to-face connection. 
 
At Conference close, we learned that the KC "Bee Kind" 
auction basket that Donna Zarovy and I filled netted 
$50.00; with total monies collected from the Auction, 
and Pennies for Friendship collection, raising close to $4000! Later this year, Donna Deuster and I will Zoom with 
other Chairs across the State to best distribute these monies to include Ventures in People educational 
scholarships in Haiti, Days for Girls, W/NP Learning Centers, Bee Keeping initiatives, Water Filters etc. Look for 
distribution information in our next newsletter.  
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Wisconsin Bookworms Project, Heidi Nevoso and Donna Zarovy 
 
The number of classrooms have decreased at the Chavez Center 
as students have been allowed all day opportunities instead of 
half day.    To maintain around the 200 student mark we will be 
adding Brass Head Start  for the  upcoming year in addition to 
Wilmot and Chavez Center Head Start classrooms.  
 
Funding for our project has received a great boost.  Donna wrote 
grant requests to the Lions Foundation and the Greater Kenosha 
Community Foundation.  We received word that our requests 
were funded.  We received $500 by the Lions Foundation and 

$1,500 from the Greater Kenosha Community Foundation.  
  
 
Thank you to our readers.  And a big thank you to all of you who have donated your time and monetary 
contribution to this project.  
 

Program Planning, Jerin Moore,  
Ruth Larsen, Dorothy Merten, and Lynn Novy  
The Program Committee is sharing our 2023 dates NOW! Following tradition, we will 
share full program details at Fall Focus on October 16. What we do involves, learning, 
sharing, and caring!  
 
2023 HCE Program Calendar dates here.  Note for ease of member sharing, 
educational sessions were planned for the first Thursday of each month prior to your 
individual club meetups. 
 

 Saturday, January 21-10AM-2PM, Place TBD, Service Project, Lunch, Association Meeting. 
  Thursday, February 2, 1PM, KCC  
 Thursday, March 2, 1PM, KCC 
 Thursday, April 13, 430-8PM, Birchwood Grille, Market & International Event 
 Thursday, May 4, KCC,  6PM Cultural Arts drop off  7PM Educational Program 
 Thursday, June 1, 7PM KCC 
 Thursday, August 10, 5PM Birchwood Grille, Kamp KCAHCE PicINic 
 Thursday, September 7, 1030AM  Educational Program/Tour 
 September 18 -20, WAHCE state conference,  "Driftless Dreaming w/HCE," WI Dells. 
 October Fall Focus, TBD 
 Thursday, November 2, 1PM, KCC  
 December: Greetings of the Season! Possible Holiday meet up 
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2022 WAHCE State Conference, Donna Zarovy   
 
Rollin’ on the River was the theme of the 2022 WAHCE Annual Business 
Meeting and Conference in Onalaska, WI.  And it was truly an event! 

Jerin Moore and Donna Zarovy left Bristol at 10:15 on Sunday, 
September 18th and after a leisurely drive along Highways 12 and 14 and 
a couple of stops – one in Spring Green for lunch at a delightful little 
store and lunch counter, they arrived at about 4 pm.  The sun was shining, and the place was a flutter with people 
arriving. 

All 13 cultural arts entries were checked in, the “Bee Kind” basket given to 
the International Silent Auction Chair, Jerin set up the Kenosha HCE display, 
and the Cultural Arts auction basket placed on the table before 
bedtime.  Donna also attended the State Board Meeting. 

Monday afternoon Donna and Jerin took the LaCrosse Queen for a paddle 
boat ride north on the river 4 ½ miles to Lock #7.  On the way back the 
railroad bridge that was supposed to open, didn’t.  We waited about 20 
minutes, and it worked so we were on our way again. 

The conference started with an opening flag ceremony, dinner, and 
entertainment from Lisa David Olson a business humorist.  She had us all in stitches!  Monday night we were the 
recipients of one of the Services of Love Awards for participation in Families Branching Out. 

Tuesday started with the WAHCE Annual Business Meeting.  We were represented by Jerin as our voting delegate 
and Donna as the SE District Director.  The day also included two workshop sessions, a luncheon with 
entertainment about the “Dark LaCrosse Trolley Tour” and an evening dinner with installation of the 2023-24 
WAHCE Officers.  After dinner several members of our SE District gathered and enjoyed homemade wine and 
snacks and lots of HCE stories. 

After an early breakfast on Wednesday, Jerin and Donna each attended workshops – one of Jerin’s was 
“Pollinators”.  As International Chair she can’t wait to share the info 
about it with all of you.  

We departed LaCrosse about 2:15 pm on Wednesday, and after another 
six hour drive with stops, arrived back in Bristol tired, with minds 
spinning about all the things we can do to promote HCE, education 
program information, and a happy heart from all the people we met and 
friendships renewed. 

Jerin chronicled the experience on our Home and Community Education 
in Kenosha County Facebook page.  Hope you will go look at all the fun photos and information. 

Next year we would like to see two cars of Kenosha HCE members attend the conference in the Dells. 
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Help Wanted – Extension Line Editor  
KCAHCE is looking for someone and/or a committee to take over this informative and challenging endeavor. 
The format of the newsletter has been very picturesque and detailed.  The format can change to fit the talents 
of the new Editor/ Committee.  Whoever is the Editor may create the format.  The newsletter does, however, 
need to be done in Word or Publisher.  The Extension staff prefers Word or PDF so that they can print direct 
from a file. 

If someone wants to be the Editor or serve on the committee, but does not have a computer or internet access 
and knows Word or Publisher, we do have a laptop available to use.  The file can be put on a jump drive and 
given to the Association Assistant for proofing and printing. 

The newsletters are published at least three times a year if not four.  Articles are sent to the Editor who then 
takes them and creates the newsletter.  It is proofread by the Association Assistant before printing.  Further 
Guidelines for the newsletter are in our 2022-2023 Handbook.  

Please contact Priscilla Kopczynski, Jeri Moore or Donna Zarovy if you have any questions or want to become 
our new editor or serve on the committee.  

Help Wanted – President-Elect for 2023 
The Fall Association Meeting will be held in conjunction with the Fall Focus event. The main topic is finding a 
President-Elect. The President-Elect serves a one-year term as President-Elect and then two years as President. 

The duties of the President are set forth in the By-Laws of our organization: 
A. Shall serve as a member of the Executive Board,  attend the five Executive Board meetings and two Assoc. meetings. 
C. Serve as chair of the By-Laws/Handbook Revision Committee in the odd numbered years. 
D. Reviews minutes of all Executive Board and Association meetings within one week of receipt from Secretary, makes any 
necessary corrections and forwards response to Secretary. 
E. Serves on Budget Committee and as Chairman of the Nominating Committee 
F. Shall assume such other duties as shall be assigned by the President. 

Help Wanted – 2023 Committee Members  
Think how much fun and fulfilling to exercise your leadership other skills as a member of a Committee.   PLEASE 
think about which committee you would like to be a part of – either individually or as a club – and be prepared 
to volunteer at the Fall Focus.  Building friendships and helping our organization – how can you help? 

Budget 2023, Margaret McCabe, Chair 
Community Service Project 
Cultural Arts Show  
Extension Line 
Fall Focus Event 
Families Branching Out (if held) 
Financial Review 
International Projects  (NOT International dinner)  
Marketing/Public Relations 

Membership 
Nominating 
President-Elect, Chair 
Program Planning 2023-24, Jerin Moore, Chair 
Scholarship 
Scholarship Fundraiser 
Spring Event 2024 
Wisconsin Bookworms, Heidi Nevoso, Chair
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New members 
Diane Walkington 
Hi, I’m Diane and I live in the Bristol area and am very happy to join your Extension group. 
 
I enjoy anything outdoors: I garden, bird watch, and exercise. I also enjoy sewing, knitting quilting, playing cards 
and jigsaw puzzles. But most of all spending time with our grand and great-grandchildren (15+ and counting!) 
We spend at least five nights a week at ball games, 4-H activities and school programs! 
 

I look forward to helping with different projects for our club. 
 

Thank you Marie for asking me to join and Christine for assist for this article. 
 

Claudia Gray and Melanie Einhorn – read more in January about these new faces.  
  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Good-byes  

Merry Makers were saddened to learn of the death of member Carol Rancine.  While Carol 
was a member for a relatively short time, she was very interested in all HCE programs and 
projects.  
Carol also belonged to the Kenosha Senior Center and the First United Methodist Church in 
Kenosha.  She had a bachelor's degree in food service and worked in that field for many 
years.  She was also fond of cats and was a fan of the Kindred Kitties organization.  She will 
be missed. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Kenosha County Health & Well-Being Educator Mary 
Metten, 
                                                      As you’re reading this, October 10 is soon approaching!  
Since I have been working at UW-Madison Extension, 10/10 sticks out to me unlike it ever did previously.  

By law, everybody can obtain three free credit reports a year at AnnualCreditReport.com. It is important to 
check your report regularly; you want to make sure it’s accurate and up to date. Checking your report is a great 
way to protect yourself by quickly spotting evidence of fraud or identity theft. 
 
By regularly monitoring your credit report, you can prevent scammers from using your credit profile to 
their benefit. Scammers often desire to open credit in your name. If you find errors on your report, you 
can contact the credit reporting agency (TransUnion, Experian, or Equifax) to have them fixed. Due to impacts 
on financial security resulting from the pandemic, the three credit reporting agencies made free credit checks 
available to all on a weekly basis. This program has been extended through December 31, 2022; after this point 
the program will go back to three free credit reports per year. 
 
The “Check Your Free Credit Report: 2/2, 6/6, 10/10” campaign from the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison Division of Extension wants to make it easier to remember to order your free credit reports. 
These dates space out obtaining a full credit report, so you can continue to regularly monitor your reports. You 
can sign up to receive calendar reminders by visiting: 
https://finances.extension.wisc.edu/programs/check-your-free-credit-report-campaign_ 
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Out and About in our Community 
The Bristol WI Historical Society hosted a Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser in conjunction with the Growing with 
Bristol Fall Fest held at Hansen Park on Saturday, September 17th.  The annual Breakfast is an effort to raise 
funds for the maintenance, continuing improvement, and operation of Bristol’s local museum; Davidson Hall. 
 
Several HCE Members we spotted at the event, either volunteering or attending the Breakfast!  Talk about 
“community involvement” from HCE Members!  135 people were served breakfast that morning…and Yes, that’s 
a lot of pancakes and sausages!  They couldn't have done it without them!  
 
Sending out a special Thanks to all of the HCE Members 
involved… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Standing Left to Right: Priscilla Kopczynski, CC;  Regina LaForge,  CC; Margaret McCabe, GN; , Lila Muhlenbeck, 
CC:  Sandy Wolff, GN;. 
Seated;  Sue Kaminski, GN; and Cheryl Widen, GN.   
 
CC – Country Cousins member.   GN – Good Neighbor member______________________________________ 

 
Upcoming Events and Time to  Mark your Calendars  
 
Fall Focus Step Back in Time to 1951, Sunday, October 16 
Thursday, October 6, Reservations due to Jerin Moore (address is both in the membership book and on the flyer 
that was emailed to everyone) 
Sunday, October 16, noon gathering at Cup of Joe in Twin Lakes 
The committee with share the big reveal of our HCE 2023 calendar of events, as discussed on page 7 
Read more information on the flyer enclosed with this mailing of the Extension Line.  
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Gnome Place Like Home for the Holidays, Wednesday, November 19, 1 pm, KCC 
 
I have been enamored with these mythical, magical protectors of the soil since I worked in Germany in the 
1970's where the 'magic' of gnomes, gonks, and gnomies seemed to be everywhere!  In fact, my neighborhood 
children lovingly call me “the Gnome Lady.” 
 
During our Covid isolation I began watching You Tube and crafting. My exploration led to discovering various 
Gnome tutorials. One recent GNOME definition, somewhat surprised me: Gnome, noun 
1.  a legendary dwarfish creature with a pointed hat. 
2.  a wise, pithy saying: maxim. 
Who would have ever guessed a 'proverb' like meaning?! But this just goes to show you, one never knows with 
gnomes!  
 

So come join in the laughter, fun and HCE 'Gnomeraderie' as we craft, and explore the 
world of a pompon gnome with me the “Gnome Lady.” 

 
Using recycled and remnant materials, we will make an ornament for tree or gift, which 
can easily be taught or replicated at home. 

 
An array of supplies will be available. BUT, yarn skein remnants for you/to share are 
appreciated in colors for a hat, and white or grey for beards. Because I'm thinking we 
all have yarn remnants, I don't plan to purchase yarn; so there will be no charge for this 
craft. I will bring other supplies, embellishments etc. 
 
NEEDS: 
•ALL: Bring a sharp scissors to cut yarn. 
•If able/have bring remnant yarn skeins. We don't need much.  
•not required, but if you have/prefer to use a pom pom maker for the beard, bring and teach us how! Otherwise 
old school.way!  
 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by Sunday, November 6 on our fb post or by leaving a message on my home 
phone 262.697.3459.   
 
~Jeri, the Gnome Lady 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 2022 Kenosha County HCE Officers, contact us any time. 
 

President Donna Zarovy, zarovy@frontier. com, 262 857-7502 
Vice -President Jerin Moore,   Jerinb1947@gmail.com, 262-697-3459 

Treasurer Margaret McCabe, mm00004@aol.com, 262-857-9115 
Secretary Gail Gilmore, gailgillmore@wi.rr.com , 262-857-242 

 

The board and officers want to 
hear your thoughts, want to 
work with you. 
Contact these four women any 
time with any concerns.   


