
 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR HOME AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION      

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear HCE Friends, 

 

What will be your legacy when 

you are gone? How do you 

want to be remembered? Will 

it be a big monetary gift to an 

organization that you support-

ed while you were living? Will it 

be a farm that your children 

carry on? In our February les-

son we talked about posses-

sions, and the things we leave 

behind. I hope that you have 

gleaned some good ideas that 

will help you pass on those 

earthly possessions while avoid-

ing conflict and disagreements. 

 

Now let’s think about a less 

tangible, but just as important 

legacy:  how will people de-

scribe you and your life’s work? 

What did you accomplish? 

When I was much younger, I 

had a neighbor say that I 

ought to have engraved on 

my headstone “she made a 

mean pie crust.” He loved my 

pie, and frankly, I was quite 

proud of that. Now I hope my 

remembrances are at a bit 

higher level. I hope that peo-

ple will say “she lived her faith” 

or “she was always willing to 

help others.” 

 

Describing how we want to be 

remembered will be little differ-

ent for each of us, but I think 

that there would be many 

commonalities. Besides the two 

I just listed, wouldn’t you in-

clude generosity, making peo-

ple feel loved, standing up for 

justice, or being a supportive 

figure in someone’s life? 

 

I read a very interesting novel 

recently that got me thinking 

about this topic of legacy, The 

Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife 

by Anna Johnston. There are 

several themes in the book 

that we can all relate to such 

as family, second chances,  

aging and loneliness. But the 

thing I can’t stop thinking 

about is kindness. It’s a funda-

mental human trait manifested 

in small gestures or larger acts 

of support. We can practice it 

every day, and it is crucial for 

mental health, deeper rela-

tionships and building compas-

sionate communities. Wouldn’t 

our world be a better place if 

everyone actively looked for 

ways to extend kindness to 

others? In our families, among 

our friends, in the community 

groups that we belong to, we 

have opportunities every day 

to practice kindness. It might 

be lending a hand, giving a 

monetary offering, saying a 

kind word, sending a card or 

making a phone call to show 

that you care. Let’s pledge to 

look for ways to be kind to others. 

 

Kindly, 

Becky Gutzman, Co-President 

SAVE THE DATE/

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Mark your calendars: 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 5, “Who Gets 

Grandma’s Yellow Pie 

Plate?,” ADRC, 1:30 p.m. 

 

Mar. 3, “Meaningful 

Memories,” ADRC,  

1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

View forms, newsletters, 

and WAHCE information at: 

https://wahceinc.org/

columbia-county-hce/ 

 

Facebook group: 

Columbia County Home 

& Community Education 

 

 

 

February 2026 



March Leader Training 

Tuesday, March 3, 1:30 p.m. 

Columbia County ADRC 

111 E. Mullett St., Portage 

“Meaningful Memories,”  

Join us for a memory improve-
ment workshop!  

We’re excited to invite you to 

an insightful session led by Kim 

Sweney, Co-President of the 

CCHACE. Kim will be present-

ing tips developed by brain 

experts for improving memory, 

drawing on recent research 

and practical strategies to 

support better cognitive 

health. 

 

This workshop was originally 

presented at the WAHCE Con-

ference 2025 by Renee 

Koenig, MS, a Professor of 

Practice and Human Develop-

ment and Relationships  

Educator at the UW-Madison 

Division of Extension. Renee's 

expertise has provided valua-

ble insights that we’re eager 

to share with our HCE  

counties. 

 

Don’t miss out on this oppor-

tunity to learn practical 

memory techniques! Along 

with expert tips, there will be 

music, engaging activities, 

helpful handouts, and fun sur-

prises—including a BINGO 

game with a prize! 

 

We look forward to seeing you 

there!  Bring a friend. 

 

Sign up with: 

Donna Kohnke 

(920) 210-5037 

kohnkedonna@gmail.com 
 

CCAHCE Scholarships 

Two $1,000 scholarships are 

available to graduating high 

school seniors.  Applicants 

must be a relative of a 

CCAHCE member OR a major 

in family living education, culi-

nary arts, horticulture, agricul-

ture, interior design, or fashion 

design.  Application materials 

may be downloaded and print-

ed from the WAHCE website: 

https://wahceinc.org/

coumbia-county-hce/ 

 

Or you may contact Liz Miller at 

(608) 742-4604 or  

lzmiller@palacenet.net 

 

The application deadline is  

April 1, 2026. 

 

Liz Miller 

Margo Holzman 

Scholarship Committee 
 

 

CCAHCE Executive Board 

Enclosed with this newsletter is  

a list of the 2026 CCAHCE Exec-

utive Board members and con-

tact information.  Any updates 

throughout the year will be 

posted on the WAHCE website. 

 

 
Rendezvous/Cultural Arts &  

Textiles Contest and Show  

April 16 

Enclosed with this newsletter is 

a copy of the 2026 cultural 

arts categories.  The March 

newsletter will have the regis-

tration form for your projects.   

 

Also included in the March 

newsletter will be more infor-

mation about the Rendezvous 

program at Savanna Oaks, 

Fall River.   

CCAHCE Executive Board  

2026 Schedule 

All meetings are at 9:30 a.m. 

at the ADRC. 

Thursday, January 22 

Tuesday, February 3 (Portage 

Library) 

Tuesday, March 17 

Tuesday, May 19 

Tuesday, September 15 
 

 

Membership Dues Increase 

WAHCE dues have increased 

to $7/member.  Southwest Dis-

trict dues are $1/member 

(increasing to $2/member in 

2027).  Thus, the annual mem-

bership for Columbia County 

will increase to $16/member 

beginning 2027. 
 

 

Newsletter by E-Mail 

The cost of mailing a single 

newsletter is about $1.25.  

Newsletters are mailed eight 

times a year to 75 members.  

To save CCAHCE money on 

this expense, members may 

opt to have the newsletter 

sent via e-mail. 

 

If you would like to receive the 

newsletter via e-mail instead 

of first-class mail, text or e-mail 

a message to LuAnn Olson.  

Contact info is below.  In your 

message give me your name, 

your e-mail address, and 

“please send newsletter by  

e-mail.”   

 

(Disregard this message if you  

already receive the newsletter 

by e-mail.) 

 

 

LuAnn Olson, Changing With Today Editor, olson.luann@gmail.com, (608) 450-0282 (texts welcome) 

mailto:olson.luann@gmail.com






 

 




